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SUBJECCT: FORCE OUVRIERE PRESS CONFERENCE MARCH 21 

1. SUMMARY. FORCE OUVRIERE'S SECRETARY GENERAL ANDRE BERGERON 
TOLD PRESS MARCH 22 THAT FO REGARDS GOF'S ANTI-INFLATION MEASURES 
AS INADEQUATE RESPONSE BY DIVIDED GOVERNMENT AT LOSS HOW TO DEAL 
WITH PROBLEM. FO, WHILE DEFENDING WORKERS' INTERESTS, WILL ACT 
WITH PRUDENCE, RECOGNIZING THAT DECLINING POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS 
COUPLED WITH SERIOUS PROBLEM OF INFLATION COULD RESULT IN CHAOTIC 
SITUATION LEADING TO AUTHORITARIAN REGIME. END SUMMARY. 

2. FORCE OUVRIERE SECRETARY GENERAL ANDRE BERGERON, OPENED A 
PRESS CONFERENCE IN PARIS MARCH 21. WITH AN EXPRESSION OF FO'S 
SERIOUS CONCERN ABOUT THE CURRENT DETERIORATION OF FRANCE S 
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS WHICH THREATEN THE COUNTRY WITH WHEN 
CHAOS CONDUCIVE TO AN AUTHORITARIAN REGIME. IN A DIRECT REFERENCE 
TO THE DECLINE OF PARLIAMENT BERGERON SAID THAT, "WHEN PARLIAMENT 
NO LONGER PLAYS ITS ROLE, THERE IS A DANGER THAT CONFRONTATION 
WILL MOVE TO THE STREETS." 
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3. ANTI-INFLATION MEASURES, DEVELOPED WITHOUT CONSULTATION WITH 
LABOR, AND ANNOUNCED BY GOVERNMENT MARCH 20, IS CASE IN POINT, 

SAID BERGERON. THOUGH FO REGARDS MEASURES (PARIS 7067) AS 
INADEQUATE RESPONSE TO PROBLEM OF INFLATION, IT WILL NOT SEEK TO 
EXPLOIT A DIFFICULT SITUATION FOR SHORT TERM ADVANTAGE, AS THIS 
MIGHT LEAD TO AN AUTHORITARIAN REGIME. IN FO'S VIEW, SOME CAUSES 
OF INFLATION ARE INTERNATIONAL, SOME INTERNAL. GOVERNMENT HAS 
RESPONSIBILITY TO BRING PRICES UNDER CONTROL. THOUGH RECOGNIZING 
THIS, FO WILL CONTINUE TO PROTECT WORKERS' INTERESTS, ACTING 
PRUDENTLY, BUT WITH FIRM ATTACHMENT TO CONTRACTUAL POLICY - 
INCLUDING PROVISION FOR SOME INCREMENT IN PURCHASING POWER. FO 
REMAINS ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO INCOMES POLICY MAINLY BECAUSE SUCH 
A POLICY COULD BE ENFORCED ONLY BY A DICTATORSHIP. 

4. ASKED TO COMMENT ON MESSMER'S STATEMENT THAT FRANCE COULD NO 
MORE THAN SEEK TO MAINTAIN WORKER PURCHASING POWER AT PRESENT 
LEVELS, BERGERON REPLIED THAT, WERE HE PRIME MINISTER, HE WOULD 
NOT HAVE MADE SUCH A STATEMENT. CONTINUING, BERGERON INDICATED 
THAT FO HAS ASSURANCES THAT, WHERE ALREADY SIGNED, CONTRACTS 
INCLUDING PROGRESSION CLAUSES WILL BE HONORED. ONE WOULD SIMPLY 
HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE HOW CONFLICTING STATEMENTS BY GOF OFFICIALS 
ON THIS PACT WOULD BE RESOLVED. AS FOR FO, IT REMAINS ATTACHED 

TO THE CONTRACTUAL POLICY IN ITS FULLEST SCOPE, AND WILL NOT SIGN 
CONTRACTS WHICH DO NOT INCLUDE PROGRESSION CLAUSES. 

5. RESPONDING TO A QUESTION, BERGERON OPINED THAT THE OBVIOUS 
INADEQUACY OF THESE ANTI-INFLATION MEASURES SUGGEST TO HIM THAT 
THEY REPRESENT COMPROMISES HAMMERED OUT BY A GOVERNMENT DIVIDED 
IN ITS COUNSELS AND UNCERTAIN HOW TO TACKLE THE PROBLEM. AS 

AN INDICATOR OF WHAT APPEARED TO BE GOF'S HASTY, UNCOORDINATED 
APPROACH, BERGERON OBSERVED THAT THE MEASURE CONCERNING ADVANCE 
PAYMENT OF INCOME TAX MIGHT WELL MEET A CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHALLENGE ON THE GROUND OF UNEQUAL TREATMENT. 

6. THOUGH FO HELD ONLY TRADE UNION PRESS CONFERENCE DEALING WITH 
THIS SUBJECT, OTHER UNIONS REACTED WITH INDIVIDUAL STATEMENTS, 

AS FOLLOWS: CGT TERMED GOF’S ANTI-INFLATION "PLAN" SCANDALOUS, 
POINTED TO GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITY, AND ASKED WHO HAD PROFITED, 
WHO HAD SUFFERED. CFDT DENOUNCED MEASURES AS AUSTERITY PLAN 
AIMED EXCLUSIVELY AT WORKERS. CFTC WONDERED HOW LABOR COULD BE 
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ASKED TO FOREGO A SHARE IN THE 3.8 PERCENT GROWTH STILL BEING 
PREDICTED FOR THE FRENCH ECONOMY IN 1974. 

7. COMMENT. FOLLOWING CONFERENCE, RAYMOND GET.LY OF L'HUMANITE 
WHO, TOGETHER WITH OTHER LABOR REPORTERS (AJIS) WAS GUEST OF FO 
AT LUNCH, ASKED BERGERON WHAT ACTION FO PLANNED IN ORDER TO DEAL 
WITH PROBLEM OF DECLINING POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AND POSSIBILITY 
OF AUTHORITARIAN REGIME. BERGERON SAID THAT, AS TRADE UNION, FO 
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PLANNED NO POLITICAL ACTION. UNSPOKEN BUT APPARENT IN THIS EX- 
CHANGE WAS FACT THAT THE TWO MEN SAW THE THREAT AS COMING FROM 
DIFFERENT QUARTERS - BERGERON FROM THE LEFT, GELLY FROM THE RIGHT. 

8. BERGERON'S WARNING REGARDING THE DECLINE OF FRANCE'S POLITICAL 
INSITUTIONS, THE POSSIBLE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF GALLOPING 
INFLATION, AND AN ALLEGED DIVISION WITHIN A GOVERNMENT UNEQUAL 
TO THE TASK OF DEALING WITH IT, ARE FAMILIAR CONCLUSIONS OF BER- 
GERON'S ANALYSIS OF FRANCE'S CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION. HE 
SEES INFLATION MORE AS A POLITICAL THAN AN ECONOMIC MENACE. 

STONE 
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